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Prologue
The role of the prologue is to introduce what will happen through the 
story. The structure is a sonnet. The characteristics of sonnets are:

● 14 lines (3 quatrains and a couplet)
● There is a rhyme every two lines 
● a couplet (last two lines)



Scene 1



Setting, Characters & Explanation
Setting: a streets in Verona, 

Characters: Prince Escalus; Romeo; Benvolio; Sampson; Gregory; Abram; Tybalt; 
Officers; Capulet; Lady Capulet; Montague and Lady Montague.

Explanation: Capulets and Montagues were making trouble in the streets of 
Verona. Romeo was depressed because he loved someone that didn’t love him. 
The Prince (symbol of power and a theater for the families) said that if any 
Montague or Capulet disturbs Verona again, they will pay with their own life. 
Benvolio tells Romeo to look for other girls.



Literary Devices & Vocabulary
Literary devices present:

● Foreshadowing: Romeo talked about a gall, which means poison. As we have read the story, we 
know he would later on die because of a gall.

● Dramatic irony: Although Romeo doesn’t admit it, we know he would then fall in love with Juliet and 
forget about Rosaline.

Vocabulary:

● Hyperbolic/ Romantic language: As Romeo “was so in love with Rosaline” he said such as: “...In that 
spring makes huge her waist; for beauty starved with her severity cuts beauty off from all posterity.”

● Oxymoronic: Romeo used oxymoronic language to show the confusions love causes. He used 
contradictions such as: “brawling love and brawling hate”, “cold fire”, “sick health”, etc.



Themes & Atmosphere
Themes

● Rivalry
● Love/infatuation 
● Violence
● Tension
● Depression

Atmosphere:

● Loving
● Violent
● Depressing
● Tense



Scene 2



Setting, Characters & Explanation
Setting: Capulet's mansion, streets of Verona 

Characters: Capulet; Paris; Servant; Benvolio and Romeo

Explanation: Capulet and Paris were deciding when were Juliet and Paris getting 
married. Capulet told Paris that he would rather wait 2 summers before letting 
Juliet marry him. Then the servant announced the people invited to the Capulet's 
party and Benvolio told Romeo that to get over someone he had to fall for 
somebody else. After that Romeo discovered Rosaline was going to the party. 
Romeo refused to believe he could fall in love with somebody else.



Literary Devices, Themes, Atmosphere & Vocabulary 
Vocabulary: Romeo uses romantic vocabulary to refer to the infatuation he felt 
towards Rosaline. “One fairer than my love! the all seeing sun. Ne’er saw her 
match since the first the world begun”.

Themes: chance vs. choice. Romeo has to decide whether to follow reason, and 
stay away from the Capulet’s party or to follow his love towards Rosaline and go 
to the party under his own risk.



Scene 3



Setting, Characters & Explanation
Setting: A room in the Capulet’s mansion

Characters: Lady Capulet, Juliet and the nurse

The nurse, Lady Capulet and Juliet have a talk in which many information about 
Juliet’s life. For example, that  the nurse had been with Juliet since she was born, 
and knew more about her life than her mother. She also said she had a daughter 
named Susan, who died who used to be the same age as Juliet. Lady Capulet had 
never really taken care of her. She didn’t care about what Juliet wanted for her life, 
she told Juliet about Paris because her husband had probably ordered her to do 
so. At the end, Juliet expressed her feelings in a very kind a polite way although 
she didn’t like what her mother thought: she said she may be with Paris but not fall 
in love.



Themes, Vocabulary, Atmosphere, Literary Devices
Themes: poor v. rich as there is an insight into a rich person’s life and poor 
person’s life.

Atmosphere: kind of familiar as the nurse talks about her life and about Juliet’s 
and how she knows more about her than her own mother.



Scene 4



Setting, Characters & Explanation
Setting: a street outside the Capulet’s mansion

Characters: Romeo, Benvolio and Mercutio

Explanation: Romeo and his friends, were outside the Capulet’s mansion with 
masks and torches: almost ready to sneak into the party. In spite of it being a huge 
party, Romeo felt depressed and insecure about going there as he had had a 
dream which made him realize something really bad would happen if they went to 
the party. However, Mercutio refutated everything Romeo had just said by saying 
aren’t “...nothing but vain fantasy”. Finally, they end up going to the party.



Literary Devices, Atmosphere, Vocabulary & Themes
Themes: destiny and chance. Romeo felt that there was “Some consequence yet 
hanging in the stars”. This is connected to the prologue because in there, 
Shakespeare refers to Romeo and Juliet as “star-crossed lovers”. In this scene, 
Romeo felt consequences in the stars, which is related with the destiny and 
chance that will lead him to meet Juliet.



Scene 5



Setting, Characters & Explanation
Setting: The Great Hall in the Capulet’s mansion

Characters: Tybalt, Romeo, Benvolio, Mercutio, Capulet’s servants, Capulet’s 
cousin and Capulet

Explanation: Once everyone was at the party, Tybalt and Capulet realised Romeo 
was there by his voice. Both of them had different reactions: whilst Capulet said 
the young boy should stay as he was nice and innocent, Tybalt said he shouldn’t 
because he was a Montague. Then Romeo and Juliet meet and instantly fall in 
love. After kissing, they had an epiphanic moment in which they realised they were 
supposed to be rivals



Literary Devices &  Atmosphere
Literary Devices: 

● Dramatic Irony: we knew Romeo and Juliet were from rival families before they did.
● Epiphany:

○ Romeo realised he had never seen true beauty before Juliet. “For I ne’er saw true 
beauty till this night”

○ Juliet realised Romeo was a Montague. “My only love sprung from my only hate!”
○ Romeo realised Juliet was a Capulet. “Is she a Capulet?...my life is my foe’s debt.”

● Foreshadowing: Juliet foreshadowed she would die because of this love story by saying 
“...If he be married, my grave is like to be my wedding bed”

Atmosphere: somehow tense because of Tybalt, but then very romantic because of Romeo 
and Juliet’s love.



Vocabulary & Themes
Vocabulary: 

● Antithesis/oxymoronic: “My only love sprung from my only hate”
● Religious Language: while talking with or about Juliet, Romeo didn’t use romantic vocabulary 

as when he was infatuated by Rosaline. Instead, he used religious language. “O then, dear 
saint, let lips do what hands do: They pray, grant thou, lest faith turn to despair.”

Themes

● Love vs. reason: Romeo and Juliet decide to follow their feelings instead of reason. This 
means they will do whatever is necessary in order to be together.



The End
Hope you had enjoyed it!


